“Becoming A Grace Giver”

( II Cor. 8:1-15 )

Introduction :  




Money, it has been called the “substance that can buy us everything but happiness and can take us everywhere but heaven.” This isn’t to say that money isn’t important, even vital, especially to the Lord’s work.  Sadly, most Christians never learn the principle of becoming a cheerful giver.  In today’s message, we will discover how to give graciously through the church unto the Lord’s works.  “Becoming A Grace Giver” means……

I.  Giving In Spite Of Circumstances  ( II Cor. 8:1, 2 )




1)  In spite of their “great trial of affliction…”  ( 2 )






a) They gave joyfully



2) In spite of their “deep poverty…”  ( 2 )






a) They gave liberally


Lesson :



Once a person experiences the “grace of giving” they will  



not use difficult circumstances as an excuse for not giving.

II.  Giving With The Right Attitude  ( 3 - 8 )




1) They Gave Generously  ( 2b—3a )






2) They Gave Enthusiastically  ( 3b )




3) They Gave Voluntarily  ( 4 )




4) They Gave Sacrificially  ( 5 )




5) They Gave Sincerely   ( 6 – 8 )


Lesson :




God’s grace not only frees us from sin, but it also 




frees us from ourselves.

III.  Giving As Jesus Gave  ( 9 )




1) Jesus Gave So Others Could Have Eternal Life


Lesson :




Jesus gave all that others could know God personally.




Should we do any less?

Conclusion :  



The Corinthians needed to complete what they had begun.  In verses 10-15 Paul reminded them that it was to their advantage to give graciously.  After all, they had promised to give but did not keep their promise.  There is a difference between promise and performance.  What promises have we made to God and have not kept?

