“The Forgotten Man of The Christmas Story”

(Matt. 1:18-25)

Introduction:




Leonard Bernstein was once asked, “what instrument is the most difficult to play?”  He quickly responded, “second fiddle.”  Our text centers around a man whom it could be said, “he played second fiddle.”  As a result, many refer to him as the forgotten man of the Christmas story. 



His name, Joseph and his story is recorded in Matthew 1:18-25.  Here we shall discover three timeless principles from the life of Joseph that should prove helpful as we move forward in our faith this Christmas season.

· WE CANNOT FULLY LOVE ANOTHER UNTIL WE FULLY LOVE GOD   (18, 19)


Truth Applied:



The way Joseph responded proved he not 





only loved Mary, but that he truly loved the 





God he and Mary served.

· GOD NEVER FORGETS THOSE WHO REMEMBER HIM   (20, 21) 


Truth Applied:



Because Joseph kept God first in his  



life, God remembered him and trusted 



Him with the life of His Only Son.

· GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK IN THE LIVES OF HIS CHILDREN  (22-25)

Truth Applied:



When we make life’s choices, the hand of 





God may be quietly at work.  If we seek 






Him with all our heart, He will grant us the 





ability to make them wisely. 

Conclusion:



Life is full of decisions.  And we don’t always know what’s best.  We can’t see around the corner, but God can. When the angel came calling on Joseph, things looked pretty dark in his life.  Wherever you find yourself today, be encouraged — the “SON” is shinning just above the clouds and our God is clearly at work, behind the scenes perhaps, but still at work.  God didn’t forget Joseph and He hasn’t forgot you!
